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•LcJei d^}j^£- \/A^£L. ic^w ‘^’I'^f/ 

ji\\fii\ l M.iZ- \s£-2>bj->^f/e- C- fjj£ L. J)r’- Jl 

tflij-^l£jl$i>Jb'(fJ r '- /,l J& ,j *"J&^Ulf.Z' l jZ/?*-( 
y^~^~ */1> J A&0>i dr^f /(/ 1 -<jf ^d*/6*—^'*’ 

^\f‘)?.s\ £ c*f> > $iS<J>£ 6 -£*>£—.>&}('S^Db 
SJtfjld'* (Af- ll/l?-lfdZ‘Wlj<3"£ 0*b l/ 1 
}jZ»y £ 

-(rr-.}* 

£\js^, i (di •>|^t' l)^j~ j ij-'i->L/ 1 J^' 1 **«i— ‘-r J> i*«£ 

_4=_ t-le is^^Vc/t^A/ 1 - c{T c^-»cJ v^^L 

'■&1/&9* tJ^Zl 

<£_ 1**1? 

£»£Pj}L£-tJ*\r//ij! ju-?' l?* (^ 5^ ^Ut£ljO’^-’ 1 



Jv*" jJi j&j SI 

dWcC-^'J'(&’*/ 1) “jdj-'^J' j* Sj^l* ^ 3*) aU* 

<L u&d*’^ * 6 >S/'l£ 'Z'S'j ) 1 l% &l*Ju , i<£ 

jtS/ lAi-* «yl til- i^I« j Bit- [/fj^ltj^j!. t£jj [$il?> 

fyl & T/«i • iO/V i iu bJ*&t&tLS<d}'i- yTjijUL'*/ 

_^_ i/O Ol? 

{•jis l‘>*l j»t&/ w l <^-*k *-** L^» l? 

iA 

b \psjfi ^Jl/’l ?<£_ tflkfitjL’iJ'/JiLtfZLblf X\J>jfj)\\J&jtiyi!L-l$ 
:j\l t if JiT 

Cjb'J’ J^^Z-lf^lU^/w 
cT< l/i/I <£- r - lo-<c_ 

tAe^ J/UU 

:Jcu iji/A^ 1 z^ 1 *— t •’-'iJy >i L i^-1 i_ L_->Uffl? 

1 1/^- 2- l*!- t£ Jjf o£?/J ^ 05^ i _<£"’ 

f\n 0^1 \f/j£- [$r grlJurb \f- tf&y' i/c/lI (/£=- 1 -’/ 

- £-L^r^’- ,> ^-l/‘(i^iy 
2_b i_yef/i^t£tw?U>»l?^^- l^tfC (^£ (/V l/v£'L-plf , l?cJl 


~c~j lfOilly££- By 1 

J^Tjj I r'S&c- ti-l iifjj1j?L ifyfL- !*<=- j l£ j/■».> 

:l^ y'yH^ U» £-*_ , I. /fr?" 

4i*f ^_>3ij -l-^j=Jl ys iXaS’J jJ\ J yp\ J-fl'” 
<L~a£J' y* tjiJt j-JuJ' >_j jJ oi>^i *-it 

M) -1-9' i^il' i _ s *Ul yjj ajl*_JJ 

*U A — flj Ji w? ..-lj cLLU fLjl A^-^Vli 1 j 1 i'>J ^ .n- rr I 

£'j*l J* J »r*' (T^ ^ <-* -iij ^.ujl 

if) a—i a_j liij j-Utf ' j' 3Jy»j 

£ e^Wi if*? ?C Su>£\& 

i£</L£_ s^iJZij’/}* -*UlG>i/ 

fifty £&if 

'- r J - j) 1 *S^JJ cJ-fc 0C- y £l If K «3-<sJ g ) ./"L Jv)/£ w-J* (j£ 

-^frlf If JT 

Cy^JiAc- oC^yfy>>^-ijtijyX^fcJ , Jff:>^ f '^- -^Ugl^ 
(JA'U12\ / £.jG?|£ clly v^’j'l^-l/Ugy>l)>l JcJl£ JlPJ<l £ £ * 

•0/^CV f _^/<=_ f t£ dl£U' \?l//'S cJi £ V 
W^Dy\^y».^££«> u 



J* jS' j oV*-Jl jU- ja Ilef<£. (j^-C 

7C , - 5 0*yj<^_ , y‘ l )( r ^'-cli^) “*#' j}jaJ 

iSa- 

(iV;,_jl/l) «.U_jV' 

vjf 

** Pc^zl j»/i j>iJL 7L. bJLf//i}\jj)i<jH c^r At* yJ^^A 

t^=sr1j *iJl IjJ-t' *i>-*j W JS' liv /tr^yt 

^^j"iiwi^(fy^)/l#5jrvi/^'y:i_^)«(ri:J^i) “ojMUl 
-( j^c- Uu^C/ir^i/fjHi/ 

•£_l jyl/V^JjU IfJjuVv-tf- ^*41^ i~d'/ 

~ U-,^1 l/jv';r^i-y^CiO^^^o^iC’VLK^* 

\tffijif&if-Vi ly'ij? 
v>i J&\v)j. j: jj/< tyGwifci tfU/< t/i^iu/j' ifVtVbf 

/j"- jw&JZm tf(P<L J?L/ 

i— (J (ji Ub &/jj<p ^ 

Jc-0^} JiAi^yOf/A^l.^y 

iL- (Jjf 5 ! (/" £/Y/T j$C)^ lf”w £ lT.£ <£_ ki- f j 

j^aJ-wiU” i/l Zl £j±>/ &s? ’i \& 


C > l, ~L jj! } *iJ' J' V y. 

'.jf&U-cfyr'Vjle.ti-A./ 

fo>A jy>j2' tX_> \j\ ji, 'y ti'Z'ivf/ 

AJ-> FWa 

o'* 1 f' oxhv. o^ 1 r* 1 ?’ r* 1 ?' a**** 

()(/ “lf> t 

j>\ <i~ Ssyj\ Cf*jii{fiP > £ 

- ( \aaj*-.j>yiJ)i-J?Y£j± ^£u>X 

^ £ >Sj tfL5r*0£ jf£ cl <- $s,c- ^ i&if (i ir l j ti'- r A> U» 5 £ 

(ii-/> l/l ^ 1 *•-?> U«l? C,rf ^ / yJ^L^l J l^ 1 >T t/J w 11 

'<=- f l j(>c^ l>f/yj[X -1/ Jt/J (jy* ^ 

w^> U» l &<ji£ c-iuJj^V' , -'> 1 ^ (/ 

<S<^ i yo*^U^' i J-'T'\ £-£)* > jy£-*<j £/[t S'-$***>? 

~ $0* ^yJ^/L^S T >/*• l^ 

«JL t/< Z- if^ s-?\/\jf£ j? yjz w 1 1/1 *-£> y£- U »£ 



£ fcji/jSiMJtf^UtftJlfi £-A£fU tif- kx&*=~ &I4P 
tf*lnlt£j9tfyli{j£ jfl[JZtj\/?.f>z,\i*>^ 
f[Jtft»J$^Mfrfik£ yjfyfrjsl)-ff-£-£/‘&l kT< 'ii£/i 

J'ffiMfy'S'h/iti&f-Sifi~'S‘~- 

l^u -4' J'j' tf-iJt *»• *j j UjV' 1 ^Ap' j5aj1” 

“ | _i ^p—j” *ij2u OU_ji>t^J' 0 ^j 1.‘..- i jC- 4^jJ ij 

im££.U U/cftl C/A/ 1 '*^ iJ\$ ly *• t i/f tr^l (£ 

:ll/-<£- l^/t/^PUsO^ <s- c^Cl^i/’[/'iTtJ (Jv* 

- l^jslvi- t/l*;— /C& I»ijj^(£. cltfjiltL.\j£'S &m l ^ (/I 

vi-1 r> j\ > if*s< t/^!»vS> I il£ s>£U} U* J lU 1 C^lfT w-> U s£ 

i}k!/ $j)[$j!'&'£ £ '?'<£ ’£ u&/£- £ JUf-i<£ 

/jt^^McLijr^i^d\y£&t6jij:Jd£ ztf'A <$^>6 

ijl!^f'l$£tJ , hjlJljZ(jl* 4 i^ ; <{ / ‘£-lJ\iilsifllC)lr'' T ^tiJS-£-L/*k>~ 

Us l sS U?u£ ycvlUjeUIJ^Ij^liy trjypz:^ t y? iT*?. U11£ I 

_«£_U^U (/’■‘K** 

^yi> Li^£ j'_J 15***"* * J*j* j^ «tU—ll J AjliwS j" 

wJlJ' jJ-0 ^ IaS” l^-it ^lUJ ■Oli-P jLj ^ _j_ijl 
.“lyjsij \_jLai OU-aJl ^5 Js> J»jl Jy-i jJ ^ 1 jg 


jZ w l tj)/L~ jCjU i/i—/o/U U* t/Jlv d^i- ',£/ 

Ijji/yi? f<j’f)jfijZ*2'[i*z!-£. \$\f\S^-* Jd ^/^yCp- 1/dU 

«L o& <£>?.&£- tsjjt&ff* 

d l^Ji—•* dsf ‘itfjtfiCst lP?o^ i5 |/Cj< 2_i.W_ 'c-JjJ. \£. d ( 

J^Xw^j^yji^ybLu^ywT'Ci5d^»jy^ f >V'y ( ^fr 
tf-l*—** l*» l?d- w 1 t i/i^ t> - il<s_. jjs£s j j^> f\£ 

$£-+.}& fejk3?LiJ 

l^*>*-*i JaI jIm ^ a^aJbtJi t 'iyt Jlk^.i" 

^ £*J •&) *Ju£Ju OJ7=—(*■» 'jJ*Sj i^~ 

oy^* (*^'j c —^ *•** ^ ^■ ' -*' O' W* lpp y Jp j 

.“^j^Jt Ui< ,*4^t ^ 0 *i'j>j *i'jj i*^^ 3 - 

l % t£jljbj&Us,£ < ;jrJtl2—(Jj l lf2~yi/’/}j/ 

6^S<~&£^}sJ~Ji\Utl-^^i{ : ?J ! }S < ^\fj,\ t ^ l t 
c^d-tiJiyjdLy c£ ( <=~/p i/l «icO«»=<i^taJj^yiidr U^y- dP'-^dP 

4*-* jfiVy A/f i£ i-Uyr d*U yyi< J| !t>^>*' 

o>j w iXJ_A£,<»#j£ru ifi^uOuy taJy*’ 

-**f- W-ifd- 

JZ y iS^^c» i> f i <z£?iS-x > s »±&fu y i7(j L?i<f 

jJljZ $£$\J$\)zOKd&id££-'Z>’*'-Xfz 62 ~ l< , ^Ci-k}* ! d , 



fci T| t<£_ tfi£ (/Wj-P t •»- l£'e~ »l^_ 6>T \f‘(=- >} 

K[JlfJ(Jfi^"bxJbjZ,£ tfij II -fa 
o^ 1 c£-? \JriS** c£ <z- d* 

ft/* Jw£ (ir*VA*A--irrr/4rr) 

(J h)f£- L_j 5 l i (j ?'c~Xi (^1 <^(._^> U» £J^_ j 5 L-_£ L/o^/^'£ 
<c_ U> C lg /*£■ *s> l?h/k«> {/lefJuPyit j/<3: 

(*vC^iJv C CL»(Ks* U. I 


-a^lJ'jX.l^J^b/- j6^ ■>.*' J J» l?/£? 1 j ☆ 


fajCjfg. Jv 

J'^^drtt/sfiJ i UZ^j!i£jtbjiJ}t£j'lj/£}jtjtJ ; £<£&il^ 
t3L J^lVlyW/^tf^lJ-ytfl»yy*l Jr/t 

tf2—ri>sJ&$jsitJJiU l?»/*^/l- i. U t£ 

(J’^ii fe/It/* L l?Zl j ^ ^’•'I 

f\$jl£. tyf jjlyf ofl?y) (J^-'W l^ f i- »-•> U »£_.£_ J/^/?/" 

Zl *xU-G (/v 

(/=—:t;^uuisV i/Uf- ~ tifVfdJLOi/' 

j)l^_^J>/*\?' Sl> yyjl|Jljy« ^/)/<v fyj \£- *j< (3 ly 

(/UZl^ty <iJy6v •f.'Z’fi?- ^Uyjl^i^yj^C I^lr 

^ U»^ *-£/* tfyji by tU*- 5 w C4r Vi 

- (jv/Ifaiyji^. (/[>- Sc- b5 bij/^Zl^l 
wty< J'f/jwWv'fc'^l^ i/U(/A^UU ^-yrt y^^\ 

‘JWj £•>/£ yjl U^j/yjl lWl^ £<£(/»c££-jyjy 

t ^ y 4Cc;l-f-frl f 5yy^^l^l^Jr & -lJtlUr-Cy^o.l>J^ , J> , vL/ 

*/&y t\L /;Ar-f-d-^y'j->i jtf< Jtf U^/j/ 

yjfc/^c^l-^L. l^/Hyr^v/'Vi-ts/y Sj^ty&Zl Jltfl^^y)l t /’lf J 
y^C (J 1 -*^- tl Jy?wXLJ/' ^/lyG^U-yj!^ {fjj^/fye't—j'L 
-<U (JyO^^lJ^cJy^ *£-!<=- tAs-'-l-yjIc. (^Kkc./'U'w^ 



L) , yi rjjy.c- 

fb'ij f 

l \S/C-K (3 J ks-*^ 

l S'l.J'fe/jl A w^U"lyl» stl/L*f* 

jd cf-U-ry^L ^ U»£’!J^_ Jl> ^ t/->r‘-/xf *. 

£ t$‘\sr^ A ~-£L iC 

c^-(jcp4_<=_ i&ff 0IJ 

^S±($£S\£ tf'&ljjl/Aw&Wi- Oif^0)jC^ 

(6‘^/>jfr^.[rfau£JltiJul?) 

jr 3 fuz KUs fojt&ji&X]l»L *s^U>, tye^iyfl jl 

cMj£ iS^i£>:*p£ \f»rib£iSi~^. C If u 

lOfs'y-JivU—l'f Ui^iii^’L.K^l^L^ufe.ao'Tjlj; 

‘r'^6^ Jt- -*f- —'X(i> Jt-J Sc/yf l CJ t l/'^ ! 

Uaoj-I $Up1 li* ^ ^IjUlJi ,_jt^ . .. - ^Jifcj.» 

(»-f J ' *-• ■^-’'^'-f i_—XJ>'j3b»j jU JbJl C—j L ji£ jaj 

«ilp Oyr ^aJi ^ y si^t ^ 

i.U]i »_p-j j* t^jj y tiyuiJij iUjJlS" ^i l- a j ^SjU Jt 
f J* J^-V $ ji w —y pAjj* ^jSLj 

'r’s* ^ i>3jr*i} oy f>*'-} f<fi 




I, .U.Lij.j'j ii J'J j'isxj'j Mj_p1 ^Lp iluSill l_J1jjall 
^j’ Cr* 5 1^'j {^Ucs-lj «-*»»■• J' ^p-afld ^ 

iajw 3_^_Jl AjL^xjb 4j* ul l ?tJu*4j l*J_} 144 ■ *V I J .U J-i ^jU 

.“^Ul AiSlj <ii£dl slpi jUjJl J*1 4-^Ii ikfcxJl 

,<r 6/I .uJlJl AJJI A**") 
«->■« y»>U^- (}l/»cJ*7i/? ^-U i/i u£.7 
ifO^Z- f\jfiSl;J’tJ\*3’$s^'7<C- _tf (J"iJ Ul 

A W ue-A7j*C ^ 

frf’Ji c~ U^U 1 ["Z-U- J 

i/ 0**>-f*—■/»J$‘/bj*&y e j$ J i i^5jtL.f\i(\f\»(& 

sjb)it:& Jt^iSM y 0»**$t ’:• '**? }/t> 

f£- i/ltfi^*21 >tg /J'Jfu^. “t- W' 

*S&i\ 

*S)£-~\,jiJ\J'^- Uy 7 'fis*j»/ , j$t£. iJsjbtjfjtlfafjil 
j\syi 

<&S c/l a ,*. ij*lru.</ ifr ^i J^c ra*, rn </ 

l/iMo 1 " J^Tpii/i i_ 

^bcC=/tfCjll/P l(/li_ (/iXyZl^L^TL-^ C$k. 



in 

>»* {Jih L :jt £. ^u-rZl Jw. “St. \J 

^‘/SfS'C ijjh»j\rf(r')-' 2 ,ylfuijb/ i f ( r ) _ ^r)_ tx 

o*:.»pfev> “-»yi>»/i>‘ iC* 6/^' (a) 

7>) w^i/iU tail So^JWuiA(ifjbJrt J 

J i;/j~ 2_ »)}/{¥$> (/* c Zl U-^ufi-' j 1 Jiti.j-htf 

c<<c l |/-J^" ) ^taJliiS / (c;U)ui^ 
lf&- jt d 1 ^- taj-? U»£ 1^-U'lJy^U'vjl^l/^lr^ 

ifi?vi) Jit i* (AlfU*«taiW- d ( - Jv* • Jit) 

Ju'-l# <5*—^ l Jks^j^'165 if'&x 

-<~-(J')Jlf^ ta-^d^j i^. TiuP 

<£Z(jtj)i{j}f\j&<\$j\j > >!j£)‘\$'/ju'<<y*Jifa (f) 

-l£ ft) 

JjU’S/j «<i.jil. \j}t)jkn$ft)\e (r) 

(/**£ 01 l 0^ l£! U|£< Jl/l/jf 1 / (r) 

-•/Z>\ff'^/'\Stj*\ji— 



j)\ ^ t (l) 

-cgZJt^ \&Ct}\r 

‘^s\jj< ij> li \£ U’/fSot leu > t $■*> l iSjfo'Sjf (^) 

e>^4 ^s'6>i'<&f ju>^7>U? (a) 

£,f&r‘l\J.I('jiltjj )(l ti >v»l »ifi (i J 
3 L?l-i_ ifi/iS i/d Uw 

l&f 

c^7 (j/U*(Jc£ vjf>*£ jl>h£l fl^L^LZls /^C— 

t>slk<£ 

» /\^^*L- ist\s-jt ^,'i-j'ij {$/’)} if* 1 'j}' , ~^‘' ^ u/ 

1 JlC'Jilf 'c- U^'i- JiiUZ-vSo'&i'ty 

Orff'S. (\}jhC-X 

J\^•J/‘J7'$yjX'tJi)‘^lf17\ 11/4* $£-j~'i/'\$^fy>\j\Jr J M/\ 

Lif <£ li^v^ (3 ty#*|' U 3 i— f\PnjZ l£^* 
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£ b Ir-l -tAz+a/fJ', |,T> £ S^^/L. ,lMU}Atev£jf$L3 

y^. fS.sdj.‘t{ftjy»j>ty4<5<z- fj’jz/i 

/if 

-1l£i tf»/U-/ (g vi/< tfjfjl/£{ftJgtSJi |j^f 
li« l-ic 2- JUsT-vr'i./ i_ If ,J'ATuM-* 

*— {Ot—/-»j>\\J>}jf<0^»U>J& y’/o l/jJ^LUf> 

£ t -'<J?dv£ £- jy 

IK lte__ If Itf £,|guf J»i / 
£ j*- ly b>/* J>iJ,3t) f'lffi 1 if l£*f.a0l ^ (j/ 

-r IT(/»> Ji/ti 

—*t-CT 11If(£S^/l \j£\s£ jU))^ 

J>^>Uy J\j£jJ>£ 

(\&„s 1 

<£ U>X f -f- s/y^/jvO ^ 1% JtCfy jL*-(/ i/l^tlT /Jfi.j£/ 
‘•^&.>\f/<jt,jftS£SJ S 'flJ;S^I.J-h,j£ Ljyl )6 j>?^£ 


Z- 1 ’ *=- W^‘X<* 

<J S j'A’>jW\ fite/iSiSi </%=-*•*<*- '-r ’ u 

L-ffy. Ury^U^L Ji/?. U* cC4f>J>}/> 

G~ cfO /"JfSxifd. 'b'Zs't 

^yytiftVdL L i>;<£ i 

iji </U- Ji j£Ji- 

I^IJCC l£^- <*£/>' itylAJAtf & ic&/ 

^-Z-lf Jj&. jA/vl/U^J* •zSy'sJ > '-£- of- \f'{1 /*X‘j)\j\M’\J , ~ 

Sfi/\j>\[f JnJ" UyU $^>~ t >SJ ij>i 0-£ 

(nv^A) 

«jVio^wL^o? =? 

^(Freeland Abbott)^' 




«^Utf' l "mdeed the Community was divided against itself ”& 
sjyr 1 ! i *»»?. >*) \$A L fj i£> 

kt'lilPl iS/a>0 tStyj )I (C*| i£ 'O \j?S*^*OW 

£- WWij/it iS (i“ iX)/*—^- U« ifif liZl //) I LJf) 

ijt <S Jl^i »i j \£&&i y> 

<j}\.j£jfj>\tj}\k<~/»):^ijjf ^ 

4 .a fiS/ltfit /&(/iM /c/l i_ * ifA -ZLl/ 1? Zl 

U t J»**Zl ^DL-Zl ^ tJ 

-ZL <=- u^u< Zl j/.i i^>< f^i^P 

(Freeland Abbott "The Decline of the Mughal Empire and 
shah waliullah” (The Muslim world, Harlford, USA, Vol. L11, 
No.2,April 1962,115-23). 
if Uvj*i£tr*« (/L-* J ii* 

£?£-■/ Qbijjl ( 6 ) *^ ffjjtb 

C jj/V i-'jg l^wj/wU j*i/ 



3.U ^ 2jjS” Uj_ji UJ ^ jj}\) o' jJW 

(jj'jJ ^ji IjfiAAJ OlS*r-J' (*4^- 4J 2j>*i' J,1 jjl 1j_J j LioJl 

ij* ,v= s'jj U_* < J_4aj u_£J'i jS”ij 1 $j 

•*-4->-j « \ • o / \ • i/\ >»■OlSlflJ^i i»lil uli. p^3\j\£p- 

.Tfl‘Tr^/X jjt j il 

-f-t-Ki/0/ £-*i?uUfJWw^J 

\$)\fif/$' , £. \J)j$ £J^_ -■ <cl, (ji (/I 

£ »4fC i/<<j:£-<£ i/l^. byi/Jij; 

y L3> l^rV (J’.lr'ljt/ d. AJ^/j 1 oCIJa/UI?' i/Vc£/^‘ i— Us >*_<£_ (jtf 
Z-s&St} pc- ij-4 1 sj^L Zl i/L (^? 

<f{°A> OiZWo}\S&Xi>O^J>' »6>l £ i_/&>Jl 

UiJiAt >-<£. IrW b=J iJ* i ^i 

£- If ij-'0t^ } ~* } ifb* 

Jif c^ Jw fc= 

(/!)•" fSux'fiS- <3i£ * 





J>&^lP£&^\*»&JL&ij){ryl_\>j J gSj,i'j,t$l)rtj f l { j\jl[‘1 

•>~<r i ( 'ftTi/'if&J 

OCjI/j fjf.bjjtlfrj} U/jl-t# J-^bjcJU^^L i£<l-./ b*j>\ 

,^tl/JbiMrrz,ri vr^yii/r^i^.irr/O'W^ ~yJ> 
jJtjJnJ»£'Jl)e£ frit/ifT/jhA 
I iS&. (J&L 4/l«JlWlcJl» jjk. L. Ul^yyjl 

. frtj/l/bib&t Jlr-i/rr (jUi> Jl^f ^ i_/ 

^ 1^/^' IJ (/_ U^l.yr U>£ J\j>\ (/> li^ 

^ J'l? 

Jj u?i *&} 0 / "\f‘ i'iai (jv Ju?i < i^c 

£&M&'£*)£.f<-*iU-A,CeJ*{X6j*drjgj.*b*& M 

j&j! €><S ,Jc- ^tw^> 

<s>\t&tfr£yihs, UJ^UiJ/I !?-«£. (j/ 

Zl Xf)£l 

^- f -<^- ^ jufj/zL 

s ’^- • 7 *"' [fljji) S't'yjl^^'9 jJfJiteL- j£ 

J»\{fc- ■aJ.JvL. Ji-Z-WiL i/>Zl t)t>JA 



£&\S-\$blr/jflhfjt »AJ u*^' 
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ROLE OF SHAH WALIULLAH AS A 
RENOVATOR OF ISLAM WITH 
SPECIAL REFERENCE TO 
TASA WWUF 


Prof. Abdul AIi& 

The life of Shah Waliullah (1703-1762 AD],the most 
prominent Muslim thinker and scholar- revolutionary of 
pre-modern India coincided with the period of multiple 
crises.both political and socio-religious, that confronted the 
Muslim world in general and (he Muslims of the Indian 
sub-continent in perticular. Apart from the process of steady 
and irreversible decline of the Muslim political power in India, 
various kinds of controversies and socio-religious ills such as 
bitter Shia- Sunni conflict, saint-worship, free thought, and 
dissensions arising from watertight compartmentalisation of 
Muslim socity into different juristic schools plunged the 
Muslim community into a state of unprecedented animosity by 
widening the gulf between its diffrerent groups and sects. 

When Shah Waliullah appeared on the scene,he took up 
to himself the role of a renovator of Islam and socio- religious 
* Dept!. of Islamic Studies. Aligarh Muslim University. 
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reformer in order to meet the various challenges of his time.In 
this respect he stands out as a unique figure among the long 
line of Indian Muslim thinkers.His pioneering achivement is 
that he gave Islamic thought a flexibility which enabled it to 
adapt itself to different trends of thought without compromising 
in any way on the fundamentals of Islam. He sought to achieve 
his main objectives as a religious-philosophical thinker by 
giving a rational interpretation of Islamic Shari'at as well as by 
emphasising the importance of ijtihad (derivation of fresh laws 
in the Quran and Sunnah).And his magnum opus Hujjatullah 
al-Baiighah (The Convincing Proof of Allah) is perhaps the 
best book ever produced in India on religion-philosophical 
aspects of Islam. In it he discussed the secrets and philosophy 
of religion in a masterly way which he regarded as the most 
important of all religious sciences. He also successfully 
presented in it the highest philosophy of Islamic Shari'at in an 
intelligible and demonstrative form. 

Another important feature of Shah Waliullah's 
contribution to religio-philosophical thoughts of Islam is that he 
has successfully brought home to the reader abstract 
speculation about spiritual and metaphysical matters by means 
of extensive use of simile and metaphors. His thought patterns 
are also marked by the use of abundance of terms alluding to 
analogy.figuration.model, image, and semblance . This is 
evident from the following sentences, in which he has 
1. M.K. Heramnsen: "The Current State of Shah Wliullah Studies in 

Hamdardlslamkus, Vol. xi. no.3 (Autumn, 1998), Hamdard Foundation. 

Pakistan, p.21 



elucidated the importance of the science of secrets of religion. 
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(The most subtle of the sciences of Apostolic 
Traditions.in my opinion.is the knowledge of the secret of 
religions which investigates the wisdom underlying the 
i ulings.their rationale,and the secrets and points of the merits of 
actions.This,by Allah, is the most worthy branch of knowledge, 
in which the one who is competent should spend his precious 
iime,and he should consider it a provision for his resurrection 
alter those acts of worship which have been made incumbent 
upon him. Because it is only through this that man develops 
insight into the real purpose of the divine law,that his 
relationship with those reports becomes like that of the one 
who has mastered metrics to the collections of poetry, that of 
the one wellgrounded in lo gic to the proofs of the 

1.. Shah Waliuliah, Hujja-AUah al-Balighah, Vol.l (Delhi: Kutub Khahnah 
Rashidiya. AH 1372),p3. 
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philosophers,that of the grammarian to the speech of the pure 
Arabs.or that of the jurist to the deductions of the legal 
scholars.Through this he will be saved from becoming like a 
wood-gatherer in the darkness or like one who dives into a 
flood. He would not act in a reckless manner, nor ride on the 
back of a blind mount, nor be like the case of a man who heard 
the physician order him to eat apples, but he equated them with 
the bitter, wild colocynth on the basis of their similar shape. 
Through this discipline he will also become a believer on the 
basis of a clear evidence from his Lord like the one who is 
informed by a truthful person that poison is lethal,and he takes 
him to be true in his information, and then he recognises 
through contextual evidence that its heat and dryness are 
excessive,and that they conflict with the temperament of 
man.And with this knowledge his belief turns into convction.) 

Next, while propounding his religio-philosophical 
ideas, the author never deviated from the basic tenets of Islam. 
He remained from the beginning till the end genuinely 
orthodox and traditionaLBut what may be said to be his chief 
contribution to Islamic thought in this context is that whatever 
premises he founded on the rulings of the Quran and Sunnah he 
invariably supported and corroborated them with evidence 
provided by reason and empirical observation, thereby 
implying that there exists no conflict between revelation, 
reason and empirical wisdom. As such he is credited with 
having provided a non-theological, secular foundation for the 
interpretation of the Shari'at and the scriptures of Islam.Thus he 
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made a successful attempt to revitalise the theory and practice 
of classical Sunni Islam in the modern environment of 
scientific progress and rational thought by demonstrating the 
relevance of its doctrine on the grounds of reason and empirical 
observation also.His standpoint in this respect accords fully 
with the vision and spirit of Islam, for the Quran itself is a 
wonderful blend of both religion and philosophy.This is clearly 
borne out by the Quranic verse: "The Quran was revealed in 
the month of Ramadan as a guidance for mankind along with 
clear proofs in support of its being a guidance as well as the 
criterion (of right and wrong)" 1 . It is clear from the verse that 
when one approaches the Quran with his faith in it as a source 
of guidance, one is in the realm of faith. But when one 
investigates in it the proofs of its being the guidance, one deals 
with science and philosophy. 

Shah Waliullah also Justified and highlighted the need 
for further elucidating the inner motives of the commands of 
Shaii’at. But while doing so he put a check on the growth of 
free thought in Islam by holding that reason by itself is not 
competent enough to interfere or tamper with any of the 
commands, as they are all based on reason as well as designed 
to promote human welfare. As such they are meant to be 
obeyed by every individual irrespespective of whether he 
undersands or not the real motives of the commands. He 
elaborated this point saying: 'Onemust obey them as they are, 
because the vision of the Prophet was decidedly deeper and 


1. The Qur’an, II; 185. 



higher than the vision of anyone gf us, and his reason was 
illuminated by divine illumination. It is like a medicine,the real 
values of which is known only to the physician. If the sick 
person knows them, well and good; but if he does not know, he 
should not in any way worry over it. In fact, if die medicine is 
used according to the instructions of the physician, he would be 
cured; other wise he would suffer and meet with death". 1 This 
thrust of his tnought is clearly discernible in his treatment of 
almost all religious matters discussed by him. 

Concept of Tasawwuf 

As is well-known, the basis of tasawwuf is total 
devotion to the Almigty Allah aimed at spiritual uplift of the 
believer. It is also characterised by total submission of the 
individual's will to the will of Allah under all circumstances. 
But later, especially from the second Islamic century onwards, 
as rightly described by Ibn Khaladun when Muslims became 
more concerned with materialistic pursuits of life to the neglect 
of their spiritual consciousness and aspirations, those among 
them who still remained devout and pious by the yardstick of 
early Islam acquired the name of sufis. 

The first important point which Shah Waliullah has 
mentioned in this regard is that allthough the term of tasawwuf 
was a later development in the history of Islam, its main 
objective has been almost the same as in the time of the 

1. Fazle Mahmud, A Study of life and Works of Shalt Waliullah (Lahore: 

Maktabah Rashidiya, 1972),pp.ll0-l 1). 
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Prophet Muhammad and his companions as well as their 
immediate successors, who could obtain perfection in their 
spirituality by their obedience of the laws of Shair'at in letter 
and spirit. He also distinguished between the external aspect of 
Islam and its internal spirit or essence. As far as the external 
aspect is concemed.it is mostly guarded and looked after by 
jurists and traditionists.while the internal spirit, which is 
identified by him with ihsan, becomes the principal concern of 
the Sufis 1 . The term ihsan. is used here in the meaning as 
explained by the Prophet, saying: "Worship Allah with the 
conviction as if you are seeing Him before you, or at least He 
is seeing you". 2 He further held that the salaf-e-salihin 
(virtuous ancients) were true representatives of both external 
and internal aspects of the religion, while sufis sought 
perfection through their concentration on the internal aspect.lt 
was mainly on these grounds that he held the instutution of 
rasawwuf as lawful in Islam on the condition of its remaining 
subservient to the commands of Shari'aL 

Like what Shah Waliullah did in other fields of Islamic 
thought, particularly in jurisprudence, in msawww/also he 
acted as a pacifist and reconciliator between different sufi 
orders. In all this he was principally moivated by his intense 
desire to keep the Muslim Ummat unified as far as possible 
within the broad framework of accommodating Islam. His 
interpretation of the doctrine s of Wahdatal-Wujud and Wahdat 

1. Shah Waliullah. Hama'ai <i. into Urdu by Prop. Mohd. Sum. (Lahore: 

Sindh Sag ar Academy, {194d), p.27. 

2. Ibic„p.28. 



al-Shuhud is a sufficient proof of his renovative and 
reconcialatory approach to tasawwuf aimed at bringing about 
harmony between externalist theologians and internalist sufis 
on the one hand and .between rival sufi orders on the other. 

Wahdat a\ Wujud 

In the time of Shah Waliullah sufi thinkers were divided 
into Various groups and orders which were at loggerheads with 
one another, because each group of them claimed authenticity 
and truthfulness exclusively for itself. Besides, the rift between 
the theologians and the whole class of sufis had also widened 
because of the latter's excesses, extravagances and apparently 
blasphemous expressions consequent upon their deviations 
from the shari'at which met with outright condemnation from 
the fromer. Of the various controversial issues debated in 
religious circles in those days, the doctrine of Wahdat al- Wujud 
was the most burning topic of discussion. But as elsewhere, 
here also he attempted at their reconciliation with a view to 
impressing upon them the importance of concentrating on the 
main objective of /osowH'uf culminating in establishing contact 
with the Ultimate Reality .instead of dissipating their energies 
in futile polemical discussions on trivial matters. 

The philosophical doctrine of Wahdat al-Wujud is a 
maked departure from the conventional Muslim belief about 
Allah, the Creator, and the world created by Him. according to 
which Allah is one and unique in His Essence and Attributes; 
He exists from eternity by His own Holy Essence; He created 




all things from nothing; all things are dependent upon Him, 
while He Himself is not dependent upon anything. Thus the 
prevalant view was that the being of the created world was 
other than the being of Allah, thereby implying faith in some 
sort of duality of existence. But later, in opposition to this 
simple view of Muslims, the philosophical doctrine of Wahdat 
al-Wujud was propounded by the great sufi thinker Muhyiddin 
Ibn ’Arabi (d.1240 AD) which became to be known as the 
Wujudiyah school, to which the overwhelming majority of 
eminent sufts adhere. According to it, Allah is eternal and His 
ideas are also eternal and uncreated, and they cannot be 
separated from him. He calls the ideas of Allah as al-A'yanal- 
Thabitah which are the determinate forms of His Essence. 
These ideas or the forms exist in the mind of Allah and are one 
with Him. and they do not possess their own independent 
existence. He also holds that there is no creation exnihilo. 1 He 
further illustrates his point on the concept of creation by 
quoting the Quranic verse: oj&jS 'jl tij «ly,l wt 
(If Allah intends the creation of anything. He simply 
commands it to be and it is created). 2 He argues that the object 
which is commanded to be created is not a non-entity, and that 
the said object is nothing other than the idea that subsists in the 
mind of Allah from eternity. Thus the created things are only 
manifestations of the ideas of Allah which earlier, in the world 

1. Mir Valiuddiu: "Reconciliation Between Ibn "Arabi's Wahdat al-Wujud 
and the Mujaddid's Wahdat al-Shubud" in Islamic Culture, Vol.xxv, no.2 
(April 1952),Hyderabac,p.48. 

2. The Quran xxxvj;82. 



riA 


of Ibn 'Arabi, did not have the slightest taste of existence. 1 
[ c-iiWn other words there is nothing in existence 

except Allah, and Allah is identical with the creation. He also 
substantiates his point in the light of the Quranic verse: y>” 

tr 4 (He is the First and the 

Last, and the Outward and the Inward; and He is Knower of all 
things ]. 2 

Wahdat al- Shu hud 

Ibn ’Arabi's doctrine was first challenged by Sheikh 
Ruknuddin 'Al' al-Dawlah al-Simnani (1261-1336 AD), who 
had settled in Baghdad and was a disciple of Sheikh Nuruddin. 
He held that the created object was a reflection (in'ikas) rather 
than a manifestation of the Divine Being, and the external 
existence was separate from Allah. His viewpoint was further 
expounded by Sheikh Ahmad Sirhindi (1564-1624 AD), who 
subsequently became the founder of the Shuhudiyah school. He 
holds that Allah is the Perfect Being, and that before, the 
existence of this world there was this Perfect Being along with 
all His perfect attributes and names. Now opposed to Allah’s 
existence or wujud, there is absolute nothingness or 
'adam-e-inahd, and opposed to His life there is a form of 'adorn 
called death. Similarly, opposed to his knowledge there is a 
form of 'adcim called ignorance and so on. In this way there are 
only two things: perfections which are beings or wujudat and 

1. Mir Valiuddin,po.cit.,p.46. 

2. The Quran LVIU. 
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imperfections which are non-beings or 'adamat . 1 

According to Sheikh Sirhindi, when Allah intended 
creation of the world, he cast a reflection of His wujud into its 
'adam-e-mutaqabilah (state of absolute nothingness) and there 
came into being finite existence, finite life, finite knowledege, 
finite power, etc. The sheikh also denounced wujudiyat or 
pantheism as the initial stage of consciousness in the part of 
spiritual progress which is followed by the sTages of zilliyat 
[adumberation] and 'abdiyat [servitude). And at the final stage 
of spiritual progress the duality of the Creator and the Creation 
becomes manifest to the sufi. Now he realises that his earlier 
experiences were unreliable, and that Allah is far above the 
grasp of human faculty of reason and of intuition. To quote his 
words: “tijjli «.ijj frijj *1)1 5j" (Allah is beyond the beyond, 
and again beyond the beyond). 2 

Shah Waliullah's Reconciliation 

If a critical analysis is made of the above- mentioned 
two docuines, it becomes evident that there does exist some 
substantial difference of fundamental nature between the two 
doctrines from the polemical viewpoint. In Wahdat al- Wujud 
Allah becomes identical with the creation, while in Wahdat 
al-Shuhud Allah and the created world are two different 
categories. As such the approach and philosophical implication 
of Wahdat a!- Wujud cannot be said to be the same as those of 

1. MirVaiiuddin.po.48. 

2. Fazle Mahmud. A Stucy of life and works of Shah Waliullah (Lahore: 

MaktabaRashidia. 1972),p.l04. 
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Wahdat al- Shuhud by any flight of imagination. Shah 
Waliullah also must have been fully aware of this fact. 
Nevertheless, he sought to bring about harmony between the 
sufis of both groups by emphasising the common objective of 
both schools relating to the attainment of spiritual excellence 
through observance of the commands of Shari'at coupled with 
the .practices of tasawwuf such as ihsan (the power given to 
man by Allah for perfection of the spiritual side of religion), 
dhikr, awrad, waza'if tawakkul, muraqabah, etc. Throwing 
light on the commonalities between them, he maintained that 
both doctrines assigned reality to Allah alone, and that the 
origin of creation in both was the Essence of Allah, with the 
difference that in the one it was manifested, while in the other 
it was only reflected. He further held that if similes and 
metaphors were set aside-, the difference between them 
appeared to be only verbal and not real. It is also so 
insignificant that it should not be taken into account. 1 

His Impact 

It would be no exaggeration to say that the renovatoiy 
religio-philosophical thought of Shah Waliullah characterised 
by his pacifist and reconciliatory approach had an indelible 
impact on the socio-religious milieu of Muslims of the Indian 
sub-continent. Although his interpretation and synthesis of the 
doctrines of Wahdat al-Wujud and Wahdat al-Shuhud was not 
accepted in toto by some of the eminent sufis of his time like 


1. Ibid., pp. 106-70. 
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Khwaja Mir Nasir, Maulvi Ghnlam Yahya, Mirza Mazhar Jan 
Janaa, etc., who wrote rejoinders to his expiations, yet thanks 
to his reconciliatory efforts as well as to the overwhelming 
impact of his personality and (he respect he enjoyed in different 
religious circles, the controversy which had intensified between 
the rival groups of sufis for about a hundred years died down 
slowly,! and it now came to be regarded almost as a non-issue 
Thus the Shah succeeded to a great extent through his writings 
on the subject in paving the ground for the coming generations 
of sufis to address themselves straightaway to the main 
objective of lasawwuf lor their enlightenment. 

Secondly. Shah Waliullah, himself an accomplished 
theologian and Sufi, effectively highlighted the interdependence 
of Shari'at and Tariqat. Just as he did not permit for the sufis 
any deviation from the commands of shari’at, similarly he 
demanded from the theologians that while performing their 
religious duties, they should also abide by the spirit behind the 
outward manifestations of Islam. As such he made the sufis 
acceptable to the theologians and the theologians well- 
disposed towards tasawwuf. 

Thirdly, the thought of Shah Waliullah served as a 
guard m the sub-continent against the militant extremism which 
spread in the wake of the Wahabi movement launched by the 
followers of Muhammad Ibn Abd al- Wahhab (d. 1792 AD) of 
Najd. as they believed exclusively in Shari'at and there was 
hardly any scope in their system for accommodation of 


1. Ibid., p. 108. 



tasawwuf, which they considered as anti- Islamic. Further, he 
toned down the rigidity of watertight compartmentalisatiori of 
the Muslim world into different religious sects by reviving the 
process of ijtihad as well as by allowing Muslims to choose on 
any point the ruling of any of the four great juristic schools. 
While doing so, he also gave the Apostolic Traditions primacy 
over the rulings of the jurists. 

Lastly, the enduring impact of Shah Waliullah is clearly 
visible in a number of reform movements that were launched 
by Muslim 'Ulama and reformers in different parts of the 
country in their respective times. The Ahl-i Hadith 'Ulama. the 
Ulama of Deoband movemnet, the 'Ulama of Aligarh 
Movement, the 'Ulama of Nadwat al-Ulama movement etc. 
they were all said to have been inspired by his teachings and 
thoughts. The example of Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan 
(1832-1890) of Bhopal is briefly mentioned below as a case in 
point. 

It is important to note that Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan, a 
destinguished Ahl-i Hadith scholar and reformet, claimed not 
only to have been inspired by Shah Waliullah. but also to have 
been a true follower of him. While writing his commentary on 
the Treatise of Faith written by the learned Shah, the Nawab 
expressed his complete agreement with his predecessor's 
religious views in the following words: 
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(My faith is exactly like this, i.e„ like the faith of Shah 
Waliullah. Rather this is the faith of the entire Sunni 
community exceptions difference of opinion in a few religious 
matters among some of them either out of partiality or out of 
fairness. 1 base my prayers on it as well as rely on it in my 
religious practices in both letter and spirit, as it is fully 
supported by the verses of the Quran and sayings of the 
Prophet. So whosoever builds his faith like this,he becomes a 
true follower of Islam....) 

The impact of Shah Waliullah on the Nawab is clearly 
reflected in th latter’s moderate religious stand and viewpoint 
about politically motivated, controversial issues in the House of 
Islam. For example, the caliphal issue regarding which there 
was some difference of opinion among the Companions of the 
Prophet, continues to be hotly debated, despite the fact that this 
has already caused a great deal of bloodshed and bitterness 
among Muslims. The Nawab was of the opinion that it was 
useless for believers to enter into such controversial issues. At 
the same time he enjoined upon them to keep mum in such 
matters and respect all the companions, irrespective of the sect 
to which they belonged. 1 2 


1. Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan, al-Intiqab al-Rajih, p.56. 

2. Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan, Hadratal-Tajalli, p. 103 
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